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00:00:28 What do you do Clara? 00:00:30 I work as a
museum conservator at Henry Ford Museum in
Dearborn, Michigan. 00:00:35 And your current
citizenship? 00:00:36 I'm a duel US/Canadian citizen.
00:00:40 So what, in your opinion, are the main issues
we have in Detroit? 00:00:49 The main issue, in my
opinion, is a lack of good public transportation for the
citizens of Detroit. 00:01:01 Okay, here’s a side
question: Do you think that the lack of transportation
in Detroit affects people crossing the border from
Detroit into Windsor? 00:01:10 Yeah, it’s true. If 25%
of the population of the citizens of Detroit don’t own
a car, in the auto city that we are, then how can they
come over to Windsor? Well, the other factor frankly
is 9/11 and the clamp down at the border. Co-workers
of mine used to love to come to Windsor and regularly
came to restaurants on Erie street or downtown. They
still fondly recall. But they have not been to Windsor
in 10 years and they’re constantly telling me at work “I
used to go to Windsor, but I don’t anymore” because
it’s too much of a pain to cross now. 00:02:09 How
often do you cross? 00:02:10 Everyday for work. And
often on weekends and evenings. 00:02:24 How do
you feel when you're crossing the border? You were
just saying that some of your friends haven’t crossed in
10 years. Do you feel that sort of intimidation?
00:02:30 Well no. I'm a well traveled gal. I don’t have
anxiety. I often on a long commute home will feel a
sense of relief when I get back to Canada, you know?
And there’s been instances where, like when the guy
died on the bridge. Do you remember that? When he
fell into the water? They shut down the bridge for S or
6 hours right at commuting time and so the traffic was
backed up for miles and miles and I did have this
moment like “Oh my God, what if I can’t get home?”.
It did make me think about what would happen if
there was a terrorist act on the bridge and what if I
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couldn’t gethome? I have asister thatlives in Dearborn
so it’s not that big of a deal but, you always still think I
would rather be in Canada. 00:03:17 You were
mentioning as well since you have a Nexus pass they
check you more often. Or they put you in the random
search more often? 00:03:25 Well I've been told that
since I have the Nexus card that I qualify for two
random searches. So I could be called over for
compliance, which is a random search. Or I could be
called over just because. 00:00:05 So which side do
you find harder to cross? 00:00:08 Well the US side is.
I think that could be statistically proven. (laughs)
00:00:18 Have you noticed a differences lately?
Between the two borders? 00:00:20 What do you
mean by lately? 00:00:22 Well especially since you've
had to have a passport. Have you seen a difference in
security? 00:00:29 Sure, I mean that’s true. When I
was your age, we could cross the border without
necessarily even having ID on our person. As a kid, I
definitely needed no ID. They would ask us, “Where
were you born?” and you'd say “Hotel Dieu hospital”.
And they could tell by the way you said it that you
were a Windsorite and they didn’t care. They’'d know
you were from Windsor. But yeah, it’s dramatically
changed since then. And even since I started work.
I've been working over there (Detroit) for 20 years.
They’re just more chatty, they ask more questions,
they ask questions in a different way. Yeah, theyre
very well trained. 00:01:38 Do you have any notable
stories you want to tell us? Anything that comes to
mind? 00:01:54 Okay, I'll tell you a nice story because
people never tell those stories. It’s kind of nice but not
necessarily for me. So I got pulled over into secondary
and there’s about ten people waiting in line, which is
time consuming. They’ve got to check you in, they
want to look at everybody’s ID. They're doing like
Interpol searches on people, for all I know, right? So
the guys are behind the counter taking care of people.

And in come a little family who are only speaking
french, they’re Quebecois. They don’t speak English.
And allamongst the border guards behind the counter,
they’re all talking to each other, “Who speaks french
here? Anyone speak french here?”. A lady calls out
from the back of the room, “I know french, but I'm
about to go on my break”. And they go, “well could you
take care of this family?”. So I'm the tenth person back
in line and I'm thinking in my head, “How do I say in
french ‘Mo, je parle francais. J'aimerais aider v’il vous
plait. Alors que je peux aller plus vite dans la line merci
beaucoup!, you know? And I'm thinking what the
heck! But here’s an example, you know they had no
obligation to service this family in french, but they
did! And they put them ahead of all the regular border
commuters. 0:03:19 That’s a nice border story. I like
that. 00:03:23 I've got plenty of the other kind believe
me. I get pulled over all the time. 00:03:30 Do you
have problems bringing stuft over as well? Do you
bring alunch? 00:03:32 Well they ask. You just have to
be honest obviously. Being caught in a lie is worse
than not. 00:03:40 I could only imagine. What would
you do to improve the crossing? If it was up to you.
What would you do? 00:03:48 Umm, I would make
the Nexus card actually count for what it is. They
changed the rules even on the Canadian side.
Apparently, you can now import goods, if you declare
them. Which slows down the line for the rest of us. So
it’s not really a fair policy. My feeling on the Nexus is
that the Americans don’t like it and barely regard it.
You don’t have the Nexus, so you might not be aware
of my resentment. But here I am supposedly in this
“elite” line, moving faster, but I'm watching the other
lanes, you know, go by before me on any given day.
Over all, I guess it is slightly quicker, but they ask the
same questions. They ask me my citizenship every day.
Because you need to declare your citizenship. They



want to hear me say “I'm an American”, even though
my Nexus says Canada on it. 00:04:46 That’s
interesting, because, yeah they know when you cross
the bridge as oppose to the tunnel, right? I've heard
multiple stories of people being asked “Oh well why
are you crossing the bridge today?” You'd expect that
they’d actually know who you are if you're crossing
that frequently. 00:05:00 Well that’s exactly why
they’re asking you. It’s like basically the attitude is
trust no one. Seriously, just because they see your face
every day, theyre still trying to figure out what you're
up to. 00:05:19 Another big thing we're talking about
in this publication is portals. Portals between Windsor
and Detroit. So what do you think? If you could put
portals in the city, where would you put them? Do you
think it’s a good idea? 00:05:32 You're talking about
portals like architectural monuments? 00:05:34 Well
it’s kind of an imaginary thing. What if it was that you
didn’t have to wait in line at a border to cross. What if
you could just jump into a portal and end up whenever
you wanted to be in Detroit and vice-versa. What if
there was no border that existed? 00:05:54 Well you
know, I do live my life that way. We will still say “Lets
go to Mexican Town for dinner”, and jump into a car
and go to Mexican Town for dinner. I mean, the
border, this is why when people bring up the issue of
theborder, I disregardit. It’snota topic of conversation.
If you've got a story about a difficult border crossing,
I've got let’s say 100. I've been crossing every day. So it
doesn’t matter to me. As many times as you have a
difficult crossing, you'll have an easy crossing in my
mind. People remember the bad stories and
unfortunately that’s how they live their lives. I don’t
live my life that way. I'm over there, 'm doing stuft
over there. If I couldn’t go to the DIA, if I couldn’t go
out to dinner, if I couldn’t see my family and friends.

Forget about it. Don’t make a big deal about it. Carry

proper documentation, tell the truth and look at the
person in the face. That’s all they want. 00:06:59 So to
you the border doesn’t actually exist? 00:07:01 I try. I
mean there’s no denying I'm living on this side and
working on that one but it doesn’t matter. I don’t think
it should matter. It’s shocking how much it matters.
00:07:25 I think a lot about this project. The
publication is called “How to Forget the Border
Completely” and it’s kind of interesting that you're
already there. I think that’s kind of the point of the
book. 00:07:40 Right, well I have relatives who don’t
like to cross. I have other relatives who plan regular
shopping trips. It’s a big deal to do their shopping over
in Detroit. The political opposition, the “I'm not going
to go to a country that’s at war with Iraq and
Afghanistan” to me is like a little misguided. People go
to China, same kind of deal. 00:08:20 If you could
change customs literature, how they react to you. Like
the citizenship thing, do you think you would want to
make it easier to cross? 00:08:36 When I hear people
talking about this, the Fortress America, or the North
American continent, it’s considered as one zone, Ilove
the sound of that. I don’t see why not. It truly makes us
the Slst state or whatever, but it's essential for
economic reasons, I think. If Windsor doesn’t think its
suffered because of the change at the border, well we
have. I've seen it. You in your adult life have maybe
seen the tail end of that. I've seen places like Motor
Burger reinvent itself because of the lack of US cliental.
It’s a different kind of cliental that is still coming over
from Detroit, but there’s less of them. So, Windsor has
to adapt. 00:09:30 I think in our downtown too, you
get alot of 19 year olds coming down. 00:09:38 Yeah,
totally. They're driving all the way up from Ohio on a
regular basis. The coworkers I have that are your age.
That’s their knowledge of Windsor: getting drunk
here. It’s like thanks a lot! They say it’s a nice city and

you ask them what they did and they said they went
drinking and smoked cigars. 00:10:14 It’s interesting
to see the layers of economy Detroit brings over to us.
00:10:18 Yeah, well they like Windsor! They always
talk about how quaint itis. A coworker of mine used to
always tell me that they thought Windsor was a great
place to raise children. Oh okay yeah, sure. 00:10:42 1
don’t think you see them as being that different. Do
you think you're colleagues do? 00:10:44 Oh Windsor
and Detroit? They re shockingly different. Shockingly.
How much driving around Detroit have you done?
Have you been to the Heidelberg Project? Maybe I
should take you on a tour. The houses are the same.
This is the weird thing. The housing stock is the same,
but in Detroit, they’re ghetto. On my drive home from
Dearborn, I drive on city streets, near the train tracks,
I pass by like S burnt down houses. 00:11:35 I guess
the population distribution is much different in
Detroit than it is in Windsor because I looked at
density maps and inner city is all the people who live
there, there’s like a 25% unemployment rate or
something ridiculous. 00:11:54 Yeah I wouldn’t want
to live there. 00:12:01 Windsor is nice in that sense. I
don’t know if quaint is the right word though. So what
are your favourite places in each city? 00:12:05 Oh my
God. Okay. Umm..Well the DIA, the Heidelberg
Project. These are the places I would take tourists or
foreign visitors. The Eastern Market, the Fisher
building, Green Field Village if they had a day or two.
Let’s see. Belle Isle, Detroit Zoo! I wish Windsor had a
zoo. I wish Windsor had a botanical garden. What do
I do in Windsor? I go to restaurants. I like my garden.
I mostly hang out with family and friends. Culturally, I
use Detroit. Mostly just restaurants in Windsor. Eat in
Thailand, Motor Burger etc etc. 00:14:20 Is there a
specific neighborhood in Detroit that you think is
safe? 00:14:29 I don’t feel unsafe anywhere. I figure

117



there’s always going to be somebody around who's not
against me. 00:15:35 Do you think what’s happening
in Detroit can be a model for other cities? The
relationship between Windsor and Detroit. 00:15:45 1
think the project you guys are doing is great because I
teel like there should be more connection. Between
artists especially. There’s this huge do-it-yourself
movement. Do you guys know about these make
laboratories? They re building one right near my work
in Dearborn and they’re very excited about it. Is there
one in Detroit already? There’s a couple. So, people are
gathering and cooperatively gathering tools and things
to do and make stuff! 00:16:20 The last time I talked
to Mr.Petro he was saying that because the houses are
so cheap in Detroit, artists are just buying them and
using them. I don’t think you can see the exact same
thing in Windsor. 00:16:31 You definitely can feel a
critical mass going in Detroit. The people are reviving
that little cork town neighborhood in front of the train
station. The juxtaposition of this lively and energetic
force in the shadow of this horrible monstrous
billionaire cooperation. It’s just a beautiful thing. It’s
drawing international attention as far as I can see. It’s
ever since the rave culture really. It’s all interwoven. I
meet these people. Sure their parents live in Canton,
Michigan but they are committed to making a go of it
in Detroit. It’s a cool thing. There’s a hunger, that’s the
thing. You know, maybe in Windsor because of our
safe, nurturing environment, of the civil society that is
Canada, we have less of the urgency that they’re
feeling there (Detroit). Why cross? You have to feel
that urgency and that want to see what’s going on and
happening in Detroit. 00:18:20 I think the city will
come back. 00:18:25 Well it’s not going to go away.
The buildings are there whether they’re occupied or
not. Whether they grow trees out of the roof or not.
They’re going to be there.
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JOSH: So yeah, I guess just a brief synopsis of what
you do on a daily basis, or what you have been doing
for the past few years. KERO: I'm a sound and video
artist. I do multimedia art and graphics for various
clients such as the “Butt Hole Surfers”. JOSH: So just
commercial work to pay the bills? KERO: Both. A lot
of art and commercial clients. JOSH: Alright, so we’re
going to get onto more border based questions. What
is your citizenship? KERO: I'm a Canadian citizen,
born in Windsor. I moved over to the States in
elementary school and I got a resident status over
there. So it’s a Green Card. JOSH: How often do you
cross the border? KERO: I cross the border 3-4 times
a week. JOSH: Do you usually stay in Detroit for
awhile, or is it a brief thing? KERO: I stay there
overnight sometimes. My parents live over there.
JOSH: How do you feel when you usually cross, do
you feel confused, vulnerable or scared? KERO: I feel
really scared because it feels like almost military like.
Like if I say something wrong I'll get handcuffed for
something. It’s just out of a movie almost, scary
feeling. JOSH: Why do you think it’s not like that on
our side? KERO: I think the Canadian side is a lot
more friendly and not as paranoid because they don’t
have anything to worry about. The Americans are
always afraid since everyone hates them in the world.
Seems like they’re just paranoid, somebody is trying
to do something to them all the time. JOSH: Have you
ever had any trouble crossing the border? Recently, or
in the past? KERO: Yeah, I seem to always get in
trouble at the border but nothing to make me not be
able to cross the border anymore. Maybe it helps
because I have a resident alien card for over there,

so for instance, I crossed the border just recently with

a film director from Germany and they pulled us in,
they searched us, threw her up against the wall because
she didn’t understand what they were saying and they
damaged some of her equipment. Just for no reason
pretty much. JOSH: So they searched you guys and
the vehicle too? KERO: Yeah, they searched us and
put me in aholding cell for a while, while they searched
her. They had to find some kind of person that could
talk to her better. JOSH: Because she spoke fluent
German? KERO: Yeah, she was good in German.
And, yeah, they’re just really rude there. Pretty much
every time I cross the border there’s some sort of issue
but I always get to cross. They just give me the military
interrogation, screaming at me, telling me to empty
out my pockets, going through my car, having the dog
in there. I don’t know why. JOSH: So you still get
pulled in sometimes? KERO: I get pulled in almost
every time, yeah. For maybe 10 minutes — 15 minutes.
They look through my car, tear it apart. They always
pull the stereo out for some reason, and then they just
let me go. JOSH: Doesn't that get frustrating? I mean
you've been across there like I can’t even count how
many times. KERO: Yeah, thousands of times and
they know me by name there. I don’t know if my car is
flagged for no reason but they definitely have a
problem with me at the border. Cause I get pulledin a
lot there. JOSH: How long was the first ordeal you
were talking about, with your German friend? Was
that like a few hours or? KERO: It was about an hour.
JOSH: Ifyou're on a time line that’s pretty bad. KERO:
There’s another story where I crossed the bother, this
was the fifth time crossing this week and I was visiting
relatives. This happened like last month. I got pulled
in and they told me to give them my cell phone and
they took my cell phone and started going through my
pictures. They found something in there and all of a
sudden 3 cops came up to me with their guns drawn.



They pulled me into the back room and they were
strip searching me and they took everything off and
asked “Do you know why we did this to you?” I'm like
I dunno, maybe you found something in my car, I
dunno. And they said “Well we went through your cell
phone and found some pictures of some illegal
narcotics.” And I was like I don’t have anything like
that on there and they showed me the pictures and
they were just pictures of plants that they thought
were like marijuana plants and they were just plants.
And I was like those are just some pictures of plants.
Then they were like “Where is this located?” and I was
like “this is when I was in Europe last month. And if
you go through the pictures the pictures before and
after it are like famous tourist attractions.” They finally
figured it out and were like “alright, put all your clothes
back on, put everything back on, here’s your stuff and
go” And they let me go after the strip search from
finding some plant on my phone. JOSH: That’s insane.
It’s almost worth not even taking your phone over.
KERO: Yeah, so now every time I cross the border I
just turn my phone off. JOSH: What if you tell them
you don’t have a phone on you? Will they try to find
one or? KERO: Well I guess they want you to keep the
phone inside the car. Like now when you get out of
the car they’re like keep your phone and your wallet
inside the car so they can search it I guess. KERO:
What’s another thing at the border? Here’s a funny
thing I had at the border. I crossed the border maybe 3
months ago and I was really frustrated because I was
getting pulled in so many times. So I get pulled in and
I look around and it was like all people from like
Pakistan in there and I just was laughing and I go “It’s
a brown people convention in here!” And they all
looked over at me and they all started laughing, except
the border guys were not laughing. They just
handcuffed me and put me in the room where you get

strip searched and they're like “No more smart-aleck
responses!” And going off on me and I just sat in there
for about an hour and they let me go. KERO: But I
remember they were searching a girl that was probably
three years old. Alittle Indian girl about this tall [hand
gesture] with her parents and her parents were sitting
there. They were like going through they’re baby seat,
they had a baby seat for the car. And they were like
searching. It was pretty funny. I felt bad for that family.
KERO: I think it’s just racial profiling, big time.
KERO: Definitely not like that on the Canadian side.
JOSH: Actually that was my next question, which is
pretty obvious. I was just going to say which country’s
border is more frustrating to cross but obviously the
answer is pretty easy. KERO: Yeah, when I come to
Canada people say stuff like “Oh, my sister has your
picture on her facebook profile as one of her top
friends, go ahead.” Or something like that. Somebody
said that like “oh, my little brother had your sticker on
his skateboard, cool, go ahead!” or something like
that. KERO: They're all like friendly there it seems
like they’re not worried about anything coming into
the border. I seem to know everyone at the border on
the Canadian side. JOSH: Well I think it’s probably a
small staff, isn’t it? And it’s probably a pretty high turn
over I imagine in the states for custom officers. KERO:
I've had a couple problems at the Canadian side but
they were mostly mistakes. Like “oh, we didn’t realize
you were Canadian, go ahead.” Cause I showed them
my resident alien card. JOSH: Have you seen any
changes in the border in your lifetime? KERO:
Definitely, there was like a huge change after 9/11.
That’s when it all changed. JOSH: So you were
crossing before then obviously. KERO: Yeah. It’s like
huge change from almost not even having to need LD.
to like needing all these different kinds of I.D to cross
the border. KERO: It was definitely 9/11 just changed

the whole border crossing scenario. JOSH: And it
hasn’t changed back either so its not like it was a brief
time where things were really strange. KERO: No, no
it’s like permanent paranoia at the border. Waiting for
the next terrorist attack if there is going to be one,
which there wasn’t ever one, so. JOSH: Do you have
any ideas of how to improve the border at all, or make
it disappear? KERO: Well I think the best thing to
improve a border would be, obviously less paranoia on
the staff of the border. And have it easier for you to get
through. Maybe people that cross a lot or people that
it says that they are from windsor or Detroit in a local
border community, they are allowed to cross the
border easier. People that have statistics on their
computer systems saying they cross the border all the
time, they can cross easier? Something like that. If
youre doing arts related things, cross the border
easier. Even if youre doing work at galleries, or
anything related with art be able to cross the border
easier. Something like that. JOSH: It seems like you
should be able to build up some sort of credit, the
more times... KERO: The more times you cross the
border the easier it is... that’s what you would think? I
mean, sometimes its the case like that, like “oh he
crossed 3 times this week” and then when I get pulled
in they don’t search my car as much. They are like “Oh
we just searched this guy’s car yesterday” and they are
looking through it and they are like “go ahead” real
quick. but it seems like they have a higher authority
that’s making them do that like they don’t really want
to do it. They are just doing it because they have to.
JOSH: if there was anything that BCL could do to
make it easier for you to cross the border or live in
Detroit or Windsor, what would it be? KERO: Get me
a Nexus card, or some kind of a.. there’s gotta be an
artists card or something. Something for artists to
cross the border easier? I don’t know. I don’t know
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the border. JOSH: People probably don’t cross that
often. KERO: Yeah, just because of stress you're
going to get strip searched for no reason. KERO:
Yeah, I'm hoping one day there will be no border but
doubt it. Maybe it will be a little easier to cross the
border with some special cards or something. KERO:
heard a Nexus Card costs like a thousand dollars or
something, not sure. JOSH: Seriously? KERO: Like if
you have a Nexus Card you can cross the border like
that. JOSH: It’s mostly for people who work there,
right? KERO: You can still get them though, if you
pay the money. But that is if you have no problems
at the border. JOSH: So you have to have a super
clean record to get the Nexus Card. KERO: I mean I
have a super clean record but it shows that I've been
pulled in like a thousand times and I won’t get a Nexus
Card for that even though I never got in trouble for
anything. KERO: Except for those paint balls guns I
got in trouble for that one time. JOSH: That’s pretty
much all we got here. So everyone’s doing a project to
imagine what it would be like if the river wasn’t here
or the border wasn't here, or just something like that.
KERO: I'd be thinking there’s a lot more homeless
people from Detroit hanging out in Windsor, that’s for
sure. I don’t think Windsor would be as safe. JOSH:
I guess it’s almost like you don’t know if you would
want that in the first place, its almost necessary evil
in a way, it’s just a river. Just a short distance away.
KERO: I mean there’s positive and negative things
about the border, you know. Keep the bad people out
of here, vice versa. But also keeping the good people
out of here.

00:00:01 So I did my undergrad at University of
Windsor, I did a double major with history of political
science and my last year, I took an internship class and
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I was placed with Berry Corben from the Windsor
Police and I did a planning type of internship. I found
out that is the direction I want to go. 00:00:22 and
how did you get the job here? 00:00:25 The job was
basically presented to me through Berry Corben who
I did the internship with. He said there was an opening
and he thought I would be a good fit. He told me to
apply and my colleague Carleen, she applied too and it
was a full time position that was broken up into two
part time positions. She has a master of social work, so
the two of us with our two backgrounds came together.
00:00:51 and you guy’s work well together? 00:00:53
Yeah, we gel pretty well actually. It’s a good fit. She
does the social engagement piece and I do more of the
economic development more planning based things.
It’s a good fit. 00:01:11 How long have you had this
job for? 00:01:14 I've been here since July 2010. It was
challenging because you want to get things going
because we are funded by the united way and we are
also funded by the grant from the East Windsor Co-
Generation centre on riverside drive, so you have this
funding that runs out 2012 and there is certain time
limits and it takes 6 months to get a good foundation
and understanding of the neighborhood. So we are
really starting to get the ball rolling, now. 00:01:51
What are the main issues here? What are you dealing
with? 00:01:54 The main issue would be the
perception of Drouillard Rd and that’s why it is being
rebranded as Ford City, bring it back to Ford City. The
perception is crime, low income, nothing going on.
Some of that is true. Some of that is there. The media
helps perpetuate these myths. There was an article
right when we started, in the Windsor Star written by
Francis Willick who labelled the island the “Misfit
Toys”, which was the big headline on the front page so,
that was right off the bat what we were dealing with
about a month into the job. 00:02:38 That made

national news, right? 00:02:43 Yeah, it was huge! And
here we are going out and doing walks of the
neighborhood, introducing ourselves to everybody
and they are putting that front page in our face saying,
“What can you do?” and nothing will be done,
basically. So those were the first things, the main
issues. There is also a high vacancy rate, like anywhere
in the city but especially here. I mean we have all of
these store fronts that are connected to residential
houses at the back and a lot of them are vacant just
waiting for someone to get into, with a ot of absentee
landlords. So that’s the other bigissue, as well 00:03:26
You go to school in Detroit 00:03:28 Yes 00:03:29 Do
you see any parallels between Detroit and Ford City
specifically? 00:03:31 Yeah i do, I think the parallels
between Detroit and Windsor, first and foremost the
visual aspect. You drive down Drouillard Rd and you
see the vacancies. You see not a lot of activity on in the
street. Even downtown Detroit there isn't much
activity going on. There’s places that are just sitting
vacant that you see and you say “these are just ripe for
someone to take over, there’s got to be some sort of
energy here because it is just waiting for it”. The one
difference the housing stock in Detroit is way better
meaning, people who want to flip houses or people
who want to make a profit have a better chance of
doing it because the housing stock is so unique like
and beautiful compared to Windsor. There is a unique
flavor over there. 00:05:03 How often do you cross the
border? 00:05:07 Atleast once a week for class but I
travel alot more than that for concerts, meeting with
friends from my program and for different events.
00:05:30 Do you feel nervous or intimidated when
you cross the border, at the border specifically?
00:05:37 Not anymore. When I was younger and I
was crossing the border especially with my parents car
I felt intimidated because I didn’t have much



experience crossing. There’s that perception like when
you see a cop when you are younger you get a bit
tense. I had that same feeling but after I started going
over for school I got an nexus card so it kinda gives
you more freedom. You are already pre-screened, they
know your background. Not so much anymore, I feel
comfortable. Alot of the border guards are funny and
they’ll talk to you. 00:06:30 So you've never had any
trouble crossing? 00:06:31 Lately? No. When I was
younger, going over to concerts they’d pull me in and
throw dogs in my car. I know they ask questions to
make you say something and then that way they can
bring you in. But, nothing recently no. 00:06:52 So
would you say that the American customs are more
strict than the Canadian customs? 00:06:58 Most
definitely, it’s night and day. When I go to the states
with a nexus they are still interrogating you, still
opening your trunk and bringing you in for random
inspections more so than the Canadian side. For
example, coming through the Nexus lane, they wont
even open up the window, they just wave you through.
The border guards at the Canadian customs are much
more relaxed. It’s night and day. 00:07:45 Do you
have any idea’s on how to improve the border crossing
experience for yourself or others? 00:07:51 I don’t like
the idea of being able to travel over the bridge without
being screened. Anything could happen, someone
could bring something onto the bridge which is an
extreme case but you never know. I think that kinda
freaks me out a little bit the fact they aren’t being
checked on the way over. I would reverse that. I would
like someone to check them first before they cross the
bridge and then if they would like to check them again
when they get into the country again. I think that
would be my major safety and security change.
00:08:52 Yeah, we've thought of that too. We think
that the only possible reason for that is because the

bridge privately owned so they don't really care if the
bridge blows up. 00:09:04 Exactly, the only other
reason I could think of is traffic. It would just bog
down Huron Line and college and everywhere. If the
brighton bridge is built I would love to see an area
used for prescreening. 00:09:35 I'm sure they would
do that. 00:09:37 It would make the most sense.
00:00:14 If portals existed as a means of evading the
border and crossing quicker, where would you put
them? 00:00:22 Is there a limit of a number of portals
you can have? 00:00:25 No, so any where in Windsor
to anywhere in Detroit. Or vise versa 00:00:30 Wow.
00:00:33 So where do you go the most often that
would be useful to you? 00:00:37 In Windsor or
Detroit? 00:00:38 Both. 00:00:39 Both? Well
obviously the main place would be work here in
Windsor. I come here a lot to my office. Downtown, it
would have to be around just off of Ouellette I would
say to the couple of the watering holes I go to. In
Detroit, it would have to be at school. I would have to
put a portal at school and a portal to some of the
concert venues I go to, like on Woodward at the Magic
Stick, Majestic and St. Andrews, places I actually use a
lot. It would be fun to have them in different
neighborhoods too to pop in to like the villages or
Boston Heddisons some cool neighborhoods we can
pop in there, they are just so fun to gaze at. I love just
looking at architecture so, even downtown with all the
art deco buildings it would be pretty cool just to pop
outand you are at the Guardian Building or something
and hang out. In Windsor, it would be cool to have
them at the different B.I.As. Each B.I.A is pretty
unique and I think it would be pretty cool to pop in
and out. I just went to a diner on Ottawa Street, I never
go to Ottawa Street it’s just too far out of my way and I
just realized that there are some great little shops on
Ottawa and Erie. So, it would be pretty cool to have

them all the different B.I.A’s to be honest. People still
have this perception that it is only for Italians like on
Erie street, Llttle Italy and it’s not true. Yeah, it would
be pretty fun to pop around the B.I.A’s. Then go to
different areas in Detroit, different neighborhoods
like Greek-town, Mexican-town, the Core, Theatre
District, Midtown and New Centre it would be cool to
do that. 00:02:47 So like one in every neighborhood
you are saying. Kind of like a subway stop? 00:02:52
Yeah, exactly. 00:02:54 Awesome. Ok, what rule
would you write in to Custom’s Legal literature? So,
by-laws or laws at the border. If you could write a law,
what would it be? 00:03:09 That they have to have
better customer service. I think that’s the biggest
thing. I understand why they aren’t friendly, but I
think that is one big thing they definitely need to work
on that would make it a little more friendly people to
people who say “Well, I went to the states but I had a
bad experience at the border, I'm not going back
because they hassled me.” I think that is a shame
because there are a lot of great places in Detroit and
outside Royal Oak. 00:00:01 I have friends that live in
Detroit, that i've met at school. They don’t come to
Canada, ever. I know of a couple who have gone to
Toronto for a weekend with friends. They don’t come
to Windsor. I think one of the biggest reasons for this
is because they just don’t know what goes on in
Windsor. They don’t have any idea what Windsor
offers and for that reason they don’t come over. I
think if they had a reason to come over or at least
know of a reason they would cross the border. But

they don’t see any reason to leave Detroit.
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The Windsor-Detroit Border Crossing Micro-Grant was created out of a desire to understand what people would do without a border at all. We gave
the public an opportunity to apply and receive a round trip ticket across the border by bus, and the grant was awarded on a first come, first serve basis.

We wanted a whole range of people to apply for the grant, people who have crossed before, people who cross once and a while, and people who have

never crossed before. We ended up with a surprisingly large and diverse amount of applications. The following is a series of accounts of what those

people would do if the border disappeared completely.

From our website,
“Broken City Lab is launching a new micro-grant program and we need you to apply.

As a part of our upcoming publication, How to Forget the Border Completely, The Windsor-Detroit Border Crossing Micro Grant gives you the
opportunity to cross the Windsor-Detroit border. We're looking for a variety of experiences gained from crossing the border, so you can cross for

whatever reason you'd like. We want people to participate in activities that they would do if there wasn’t a border, and we want all types of people to

apply. We want people to get involved who don’t cross often, who do cross often, or who have never crossed before.

The grant is offered on a first come, first serve basis, and comes in the form of a round-trip tunnel bus ticket.
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“The hassle and cost of crossing the border makes going to Detroit a very rare
occasion, and as a result, I have never had the opportunity to casually explore the city.
Every time that I have crossed the border, it has been with the intention of going to a
location, and only that location. I am interested in exploring the city, and investigating

the stigmas that is holds.”

Elizabeth Xu



“Will be flying into Detroit in October and crossing border to go to Windsor for

Homework!”

Brennan Broome and Chloe Womack
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I play Roller Derby in Detroit and cross a few times a week, a round trip ticket would
help out, I wouldn't mind documenting the cross to perhaps help others who are

weary of taking the bus realize what a great resource they are missing out on.

Ash Holman
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I play for the Detroit Derby Girls, we are ranked #13 in the world in flat track roller

derby. I take the tunnel bus for every practice and every game!

Rae Wyatt
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I'm twenty years old and have lived near Detroit all of my life. However, I have never
crossed the border before. I've seen Canada from across the river, but don’t know
much about the country beyond what I've seen from a distance. I guess I'd like to use

this opportunity to explore my own backyard.

Robert Burak
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I am working on my MA thesis, which is a creative look at Windsor’s economic failings
and what that means for the city’s residents, and my reason for wanting to cross the
border is very simple: I want to photograph Windsor from the other side, and I want to
know what Detroit’s residents think of our city now. I haven’t crossed the border since
childhood, and both cities have changed in the past 20 years. I want to look at how

they’ve changed, starting from street-level.

Kellie Chouinard



Detroit, even though with the river that divides us, has had an influence on my life,
and has become part of what makes up my home town. I want to cross the border with
my bike, and my long standing friend, and begin to explore Detroit downtown and the

culture that I have grown up with.

Miranda Fay + Laurel Rennie
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I cross the border on an occasional basis to attend concerts in Detroit, but I want to
have more reasons to cross over (one of my best friend attends Detroit Mercy, explore
Michigan, visit Ann Arbor more times). I would like to fully gain my confidence in
crossing the border through the Tunnel (as I found, there is less scrutiny when I cross
on the Ambassador Bridge). I have been pulled over for inspections at least 4-5 times
at the Tunnel Crossings, and the last experience I had in crossing at the Tunnel made
me feel insecure and anxious afterwards. I hope to lose this connotation by perhaps,

conversing with the American border cops as I would to a good friend.

Walter Petrichyn
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so i can get racist comments and harassed for an hour and the get my car taken apart,

my daily experiences...

Kero
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My 12 yr. old son, has a 19 yr. old sister who lives in Windsor with her Mom. Since
the passing of their grandfather and the relocation to New York of their grandmother
last year, they have not had as many opportunities to see each other. His sister would
often come to the states, but my son has never visited her in Windsor. Iwould love to

receive the grant and change this.

Tracy Jones
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Why imagine something impossible? What do we gain by
bending reality and ignoring the inconvenience of 21st centu-
ry geopolitics? Or, perhaps more importantly, what becomes

possible when we forget about all of these things?

Forgetting the border is a tactical response to the situation we
encounter living in Windsor, looking at Detroit. Collectively,
we long for a different relationship with a community we only
casually know. We venture across a border to experience a
different culture, a different city, different neighbourhoods,
but it feels strange to know that the heart of Detroit is closer
to us than the outskirts of Windsor. It is difficult to describe
this sense of difference against a geographic reality that would

seem to suggest such similarity.

Of course, geography cannot make up for the political and
economic histories that have varied between the two cities,
but it does create a truly engaging starting place. For all of the
ways in which Windsor and Detroit stand apart, somehow we
can read echoes across the communities of a time of closer

ties.

Stories of frequent visits across a border always paints a pic-
ture of Canadians crossing more frequently and likely, right-
fully so. Detroit was an urban masterpiece (for a moment)
-- architecture, culture, and wealth was built up around the

Motor City in parallel to it earning that name and so it would



seem that that impression was left on Windsor in a much dif-
ferent way than the inverse. However, just a decade ago, it
feels easy to remember a city distanced only by a bridge or
tunnel, and not by an impervious infrastructure that we now
face. This hope, perhaps a wish, for a time beyond our collec-
tive memory of two cities, two communities that somehow

could feel like one, offers a reason to work towards it.

Foundationally, we have tried to generate shortcuts around
a set of infrastructures that seem to keep our communities
apart. These shortcuts tactically react to the things that in-
creasingly distance two cities by attempting to overreact to
the absurdity of daily life at a border city. That it can take any-
thing more than a spontaneous decision to take a S minute
drive over a bridge or through a tunnel to begin to interact
with Windsor or Detroit provides all the reason we need to
have invented and imagined and exaggerated our way through

this project.

It would be simple to suggest a commitment to crossing, a
pact of sorts to interact with the border with some regularity,
but we believe that there is a value in creating a space for dis-
cussion through exercises in the impossible to really imagine
a different future for Windsor and Detroit. Simply, we must
do this. Resisting the absurdity of the border requires the im-
possible.



Continuing to forget the border will enact itself in a daily
practice of denial and active resistance. A never ending sup-
ply of new impossibilities will be essential. New proposals
for larger and smaller tactical interventions that literally erase
or forget the border complex will be matched with renewed
commitment to cross-border practices of the everyday -- find-

ing reasons to trek across.

Crossing into Detroit means uncovering truly novel things.
The bottoming out of Detroit provided remarkable creative
opportunities that simply do not exist in Windsor. So, how
can we generate a sense of urgency around the communities
connecting in a way that does not require the annexation of

Windsor into Detroit?

We must rely on invitations. We must discover allies and feed
them. We must not think that we need to provide our own
sets of art museums, renowned restaurants, or vacant build-
ings. We must present a story about our city, or more impor-
tantly, the people in our city that allows for a reading of this
place as an integral part of the fabric of everyday life. Why
cross the border at all? No, why acknowledge there’s a border

to cross. Instead, let’s pretend these cities extend over a river.

We forget by actively not acknowledging. We forget by dis-
tracting ourselves. We forget by thinking about the things
beyond the customs booths. We forget by erasing the border.



It’s clear that we must simply do. In conversations that come
up formally upon request and at random at a social engage-
ment, it is clear that the border occupies a strange space in
our collective imagination. A badge of honour is exchanged
as we share stories about the act of crossing a border and then
reiterate the rumours from past generations. Perhaps simply
doing is simply hosting these conversations under new occa-
sions and understanding that the new occasions might take
on any form or shape. Informed by an artistic practice and
collective process, we have aimed to forget the border in do-
ing the groundwork through a body of research that offers us
an escape, an excuse, from the things that make up the border,

when really, we want only to share two cities.



How to Forget the Border Completely was generously support
by the Ontario Arts Council Artists in the Community /
Workplace Program.

Broken City Lab is an artist-led interdisciplinary creative re-
search collective and non-profit organization working to ex-
plore and unfold curiosities around locality, infrastructures,
and creative practice leading towards civic change. Collective-
ly, we are Justin A. Langlois, Danielle Sabelli, Michelle Soul-
liere, Joshua Babcock, Cristina Naccarato, Rosina Riccardo,
Hiba Abdallah, Kevin Echlin, Karlyn Koeser, and Sara Howie.

How to Forget the Border Completely also featured works by
Lee Rodney (“Defining the Drive-Thru: Exploring Cities
by Car”) and Tom Provost (renderings of “1,000 Pedestrian
Crossings” and “Windsor-Detroit Portals”).

For more information, you can visit www.brokencitylab.org.
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